How to upgrade an older PC/laptop from Windows 10 to Windows 11

If your PC/laptop has an Intel CPU older than 8" generation (e.g. Core i5-7300 ) then the Windows 11 upgrade
program will normally refuse to upgrade, telling you that your computer is not supported by Windows 11. However
your computer is very likely to be able to run Windows 11. This is an artificial limitation put in place by Microsoft.

To bypass this limitation, you can download the Windows installer image (.iso file) from Microsoft, then use a
program called Rufus to create a USB stick which bypasses the Microsoft checks. Then you use this USB stick to
upgrade your PC/laptop.

You will need a blank USB stick, at least 16GB in size. An old USB 2.0 stick should work fine, but a USB 3.x stick will be
noticeably faster.

Before running the upgrade, make sure you have a backup of your PC. An easy way to make a backup is using
Windows 10’s built-in ‘Create a system image’ tool : you just need a portable USB hard disk to make the backup.

Stepl. Download the Windows 11 installer from Microsoft
Goto https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/software-download/windows11 , and scroll down to the second
‘Download now’ button :
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information.

Windows 11 Installation Assistant

This is the best option for installing Windows 11 on the device you're currently using. Click Download Now to get started.

Note: Windows 11 Installation Assistant doesn't run on Arm-based PCs; it only works for x64 processors.

> Before you begin using Installation Assistant

Download Now

Create Windows 11 Installation Media

If you want to perform a reinstall or clean install of Windows 11 on a new or used PC, use this option to download the media creation tool to
make a bootable USB or DVD.

Note: Windows 11 media creation tool cannot be used to create installation media for Arm-based PCs; it can only create media for x64
processors.

hegin using the media creation tool

Download Now
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This should download a small program called mediacreationtool.exe : go to your Downloads folder and run it.
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Select language and edition
Please select from one of the available options to continue.

Language English (United Kingdom)

Edition Windows 11

8 Use the recommended options for this PC
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On this screen you can change the language which Windows 11 will use, if you want to. Usually you’re best not to
change it: just Click on Next

On the next screen, choose ISO file , not USB drive:
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Choose which media to use

If you want to install Windows 11 on another partition, you need to create and then run the media to install it.

f (O USB flash drive
It needs to be at l=act 2

1 You'll need to burn the 150 file to a DVD late
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It will start downloading the windows11 .1SO file , which is several gigabytes in size , so may take an hour or
two.



Step 2. Use the Rufus program to write the .ISO file onto your USB stick

First , download Rufus from the Microsoft Store app on your Windows 10 PC:

=- Microsoft | Store Home Apps Games About Q Search apps, games, and more

Drive Properties

Rufus

Format Options
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Rufus - The Reliable USB Formatting Utility

Status

Download B View in Store

@ EVERYONE

If you can’t find it, you can alternatively download it from the Rufus website: https://rufus.ie/en/

Start up Rufus, and insert your blank USB stick into a spare USB socket on your PC: the USB drive should appear in
the ‘Device’ field at the top of the Rufus window, as shown by the red arrow below:

# Rufus 4.6.2208 - X

Drive Properties

Device
ESD-USB (D:) [64 GB] é"—— v

Boot selection

; Windows11uk.iso vi ¢
Image option
Standard Windows installation v
Partition scheme Target system
GPT v UEFI (non CSM) vi?

A Hide advanced drive properties
() List USB Hard Drives
Add fixes for old BIOSes (extra partition, align, etc.)

() Enable runtime UEFI media validation

Format Options

Volume label
ESD-ISO
File system Cluster size
NTFS v 4096 bytes (Default) v

v Show advanced format options

Status

READY
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1 device found

Now click on the SELECT button and choose the windows 11 ISO file which you downloaded in Step 1.

Then click on the START button. It should pop up a second window with a list of options: you should tick all of these:



BOOt selection
Windows11uk.iso @ SELECT V.
Image option

Standard Windows installation

Dartitinn cchama Tarnet cuctam
Windows User Experience

‘,o,i Customize Windows installation?

Remove requirement for 4GB+ RAM, Secure Boot and TPM 2.0
Remove requirement for an online Microsoft account

Create a local account with username:  adm|

Set regional options to the same values as this user's

Disable data collection (Skip privacy questions)

Disable BitLocker automatic device encryption

v Show advanced format options

Status

READY

Q M = £ START CANCFI

It may take about 15 minutes for Rufus to create the USB stick.

Step 3. run the Windows 11 upgrade
Open Windows Explorer and find the USB stick you just created : it may be the D: or E: drive. Look for the ‘setup’
application on the USB stick and run it to launch the Windows 11 upgrade.

When you see the ‘Install Windows 11’ screen, click on ‘Change how Setup downloads updates’ and choose ‘Not
right now’:
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Install Windows 11
Setup will go online to get updates, drivers, and optional features. These updates will help the installation go
smoothly, and can include important fixes, updated device drivers, and additional files which are not on the
installation media.
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After running some checks, it may warn you that your PC doesn’t meet the minimum requirements for Windows 11,
and ask you to accept the risk that Windows 11 may not be supported: click on the ‘Accept’ button :
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What needs your attention

The following things need your attention to continue the installation and keep your Windows settings, personal files,
and apps.

| This PC doesn't meet the minimum system requirements for running

= Windows 11 - these requirements help ensure a more reliable and higher
quality experience. Installing Windows 11 on this PC is not recommended
and may result in compatibility issues. If you proceed with installing
Windows 11, your PC will no longer be supported and won't be entitled to
receive updates. Damages to your PC due to lack of compatibility aren't
covered under the manufacturer warranty, By selecting Accept, you are
acknowledging that you read and understand this staterment.
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Then when it gets to the ‘Ready to install’ step, make sure that it shows ‘Keep personal files and apps’ ticked (both
files AND apps is v.important) :
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Ready to install

You won't be able to use your PC during installation. Save and close your files before you begin.

To recap, you've chosen to:

v Install Windows 11 Pro

v Keep personal files and apps 6—'—

Mote: Certain apps and features may have additional requirernents above the Windows 11 minimurmn systern
requirements, Some features from previous versions of Windows aren't available in Windows 11,

Check device specifications
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Click on the Install button to start the upgrade : it may take 1-3 hours to complete.



